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Leser søker bok
Why create universally 
designed books, and how 



Leser søker bok

● In English: Book for everyone

● Main goal: Everyone should have 
the right to read a good book! 



Leser søker bok 
Books for everyone – facts

● An organization owned by over 20 organisations 

● Established in 2003 

● 9 employees (6 full time positions), Oslo 

● Budget approximately 700 EUR – 130 EUR go to 
authors, illustrators and publishing houses to make new 
books

● A big network: Writers, illustrators, editors, librarians, 
readers. 



Leser søker bok – methods 

● New books: Making high-quality new 
books for different readers in close 
collaboration with authors, illustrators, 
cartoonists and publishing houses

● Library network: Working in close 
collaboration with The books for 
everyone library network – making 
sure the books LSB develops are 
easily accessible all over Norway 



Leser søker bok – methods 

● Book-search: www.boksøk.no: 
recommending suitable books from the 
normal book market 

● Reading-projects: Making reading 
more fun and accessible through 
reading projects aimed at schools, 
second language learners etc. 

● Developing and sharing knowledge 
about reading, readers, books and 
dissemination of books for all.



WHY make universally designed books?

One out of every fifth 
student leaves school with 
a reading skill that is too 
low to take an active part in 
a text-based society. 

(Frønes & Jensen, 2020). 



WHY make universally designed books?

● Inner motivation is 
a key factor. 
(Guthrie & Humernick, 2004; 
Tracey & Morrow, 2006; 
Gambrell, 2011)

● Readers get less 
motivated if they feel 
stigmatized and 
“different”. 
(Berget & Fagernes, 2018, 
2021)



Reasons to struggle with reading 

● Dyslexia 

● General reading difficulties 

● ADHD / concentration 
problems 

● Second language learners 

● Age / older adults



Reasons to struggle with reading 

● Cognitive challenges 

Ø Developmental disabilities 

Ø Dementia 

Ø Aphasia 

● Physical challenges:

Ø Deaf, hard of hearing

Ø Blind, visual impairments



Other reasons to struggle 
with reading

● Reading demands 
concentration and time 

● Smartphones, social media 

● Illness 

● Lack of education and outer 
motivation 

● Lack of inner motivation 



Books for all /universally designed books 



“Books for all” can make 
reading both more 
enjoyable and successful 
for all types of readers. 
For this approach to be 
successful, the books 
must be of high literary 
quality. 

(Schoonover and Norton-Darr, 
2016)



The Books for everyone – framework



1. Initial phase

● Primary and secondary target 
group

● Genre

● Plot/story



Key factors for developing books for everyone 
of high quality

● Artist driven projects

● Projects fitted for a universal design approach 

● Skilled advisors with broad experience from the field of 
literature

● Experienced writers, illustrators and comic book artists

● Cooperation with high quality editors and professional 
publishing houses

● External professional advisors



2. Narratology

● The narrative of the story – clear 
but not predictable 

● Dramaturgical turning points to 
capture the reader

● Tense – here and now

● Well developed characters with 
existential needs

● Voice / point of view – a clear voice



2. Narratology

● Scenic presentation / 
Show, don`t tell  

● General vs. special  

● Avoid referential style 

● Dialogue vs. inner monologue

● Using senses



3. Language – linguistic text editing

● Active style of writing

● Common words and expression

● Concrete and direct language

● Normal sentence structure, creating 
a natural reading flow

● Avoid long sentences including secondary 
sentences

● Avoid consonant accumulation



Collaborating with book developers

● Giving the author and 
illustrator feedback and advice 
as the book is being 
developed

● Advice on how to include the 
primary target group (readers 
with reading challenges) AND 
make books with a high level 
of literature quality 



• Fiction and non-fiction 
cartoons

• Easy to read pictures, story 
and text 

• Drama, politics, history, 
humor 

EXAMPLE: True stories about 
women who had an important 
role in equalizing genders

Cartoons for adults 
and young adults 





● Easy to follow characters 

● A clear dramaturgy 

● Well written and accessible scenes  

● Font, lay-out, design 

EXAMPLE: About a young woman who is 
forced to flee from Syria during the war. 

Novels and short stories 





Reader response:
• Feedback from potential reader
• Ideas for promotion and sharing 



4. Design

• Chapters

• Section

• Line lengths

• Fonts

• Contrasts

• Illustrations

• Cover



Collaborating with experienced 
publishing houses 

• Close collaboration 
with the editor 

• Advice and 
collaboration on font, 
lay-out and design 

• Collaboration on 
promotion and inclusive 
distribution 







Bilingual books for adults 



Bilingual books 
for adults 





5. Publication  

• Defining potential readers 
• SoMe, newsletter, webpage, podcasts, 

interviews, articles, material for librarys and 
schools

• Cooperation with libraries and schools for 
adults 

• Reading activities 



The joy of reading! 

1.Suitable, motivating books

2.Engaging reading projects 



Reading 
representatives 

Voluntary readers who 
read for others
• for elderly people
• for people with 

disabilities
• for people at language 

cafes



Bilingual poetry reading 



Reading and 
dialogues about 
literature with 
adult language 
learners 



Reading and digital resources for 
younger adults 

Thank you so much for the podcast. My class 
worked with the first episode today. 

One of my students said: “It could have been 
me talking in that episode. They said it just the 
way I feel." 



Thank you!
Hanna Bovim Bugge 

hbb@lesersokerbok.no

www.lesersokerbok.no

www.boksok.no


